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have been making for several years, will meet to discuss 
the problem of Christian unity, and to this gathering 
delegates from the Eastern churches will go. The 
Roman Catholic Church was invited, but declined. 
Then will follow a meeting of the International Com- 
mittee of the World Alliance for International Friend- 
ship Through the Churches. One hundred delegates, 
including men from Germany and Austria, are sched- 
uled to take part. The chief topic to be discussed will 
be winning international good-will and maintaining the 
same. A point to be noted in connection with all of 
these gatherings is their origin in and chief support 
from the United States. 

Assuming continuance of bulb op Russia by the 
forces now in control, her future attitude toward mili- 
tarism and conscription become interesting matters of 
speculation and investigation. In a speech before the 
supreme communist council, gathered in Moscow in 
April, Leon Trotsky, Minister of War, urged abolition 
of a large standing army and the inauguration of a sys- 
tem of military training through militia formations 
among the agricultural and industrial unions. De- 
mobilization of the professional force is to be carried on 
simultaneously with formation of the militia force, so as 
not to leave the nation without a defensive force. Dis- 
trict schools for officers' training are part of the scheme, 
and also special schools for boys under the military age. 
Elsewhere we comment upon the mobilization of several 
corps of the present army for industrial restoration of 
the nation. Persons who had put faith in the Soviet 
form of government and in Russia as a stern foe of 
"force" as a mode of national protective action will be 
disappointed with this plan urged by Trotsky. Like 
the protest of the Soviet Government against the Allies' 
partition of Turkey and disposition of Constantinople, 
it shows that the new Russia is quite like the old in its 
use of instruments of force and in its national ambitions. 

Poland's military successes during the past month 
ir an aggressive drive south and east, with Odessa as an 
objective, have been pronounced, and at this writing 
Kiev is in her hands. Nothing in the Treaty of Ver- 
sailles justifies this action, and the newly created nation 
has no formal "mandate" from the Allies for the task 
of defeating Russia. But France is heartily supporting 
the strategy, and Great Britain, if not assenting, is, on 
the other hand, not forbidding the "drive." By her 
practical political and commercial domination of the 
new Baltic States carved out of northern Russia, Great 
Britain is logically estopped from more than mild dis- 
approval of the Polish-Ukrainian compact that has con- 
tributed to the conquest of Russian territory in the 
south. If the plan is consummated, it will take from 
the control of Moscow the vast, populous, and enor- 
mously rich Ukrainian area and give France a reward 
for her steady efforts to dismember Russia, to encircle 
what is left of the former empire with independent 
States, and at the same time will give the French access 
to vast stores of wheat and other produce at prices much 
lower than it is now possible to get. from non-Russian, 
ion-Ukrainian sources of supply. Poland within two 
fears has organized, drilled, and partially equipped an 
aimyof 700,000 men, officered to some extent by French 



and American experts. She is evidently fired with am- 
bition to gain the largest possible area of territory from 
former German and Russian domains. From a defen- 
sive campaign she has now passed to an aggressive one, 
and should she meet no reverses and prove to be the first 
nation really to meet and defeat Soviet Russia, she may 
get out of hand. May 11th brought news that Odessa 
had been taken. 

Op the pour distinct socialist or communist or- 
ganizations in the United States, the right center group 
is lead by Morris Hillquit and is known as the Socialist 
National Party. At its presidential convention, held in 
New York City the second week in May, it passed a 
platform including the following plank : 

"The Government of the United States should Initiate a 
movement to dissolve the mischievous organization called 
the 'League of Nations,' and to create an international par- 
liament composed of democratically elected representatives 
of all nations of the world, based upon the recognition of 
their equal rights, the principles of self-determination, the 
right to national existence of colonies and other depended 
cies, freedom of international trade and trade routes by land 
and sea, and universal disarmament, and charged with re- 
vising the treaty of peace on the principles of justice and 
conciliation." 



THE RED CROSS AND PEACE-TIME 
ACTIVITIES 

Declaration of Principles Adopted at 
Geneva 

The General Council of the League of Bed Cross Societies, 
which assembled at Geneva, Switzerland, March 2-9, after 
a preamble stating that the League had been founded to 
aid in the improvement of health, the prevention of disease, 
and the mitigation of suffering throughout the world, 
adopted resolutions as follows : 

"1. That widespread and popular membership in a na- 
tional Red Cross Society is the necessary condition of suc- 
cess in its peace-time program. 

"2. That a national Bed Cross Society should endeavor 
to cover the expenses of administration and of its normal 
activities by membership dues and the income of permanent 
investments. 

"3. That the members of a national Bed Cross Society 
should be afforded suitable opportunities to render definite 
services for public welfare in their respective localities. 

"4. That a national Bed Cross Society should organize 
the youth of its country for Bed Cross service. 

"5. That a national Bed Cross Society should assist in 
relief operations in the event of national disaster, and should 
always be prepared to take prompt and effective action. 

"6. That the League of Bed Cross Societies should main- 
tain for the member societies a rapid service of information 
regarding calamities and disasters, in order to insure the 
immediate mobilization of every possible form of assistance, 
and that effective communication should be established with 
meteorological and seismological stations throughout the 
world. 

"7. That the three principal duties of the national Bed 
Cross Society in the field of health service should be: 

"(a) To stimulate and maintain interest in public health 
work. 

"(6) To support and, if need be, supplement the work of 
government agencies. 
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■ "(c) To disseminate useful knowledge concerning health 
through demonstration, education, and otherwise. 

"8. That a national Red Cross Society should employ prop- 
erly qualified persons to direct its health service, and make 
suitable arrangements for training its non-professional 

workers. ,„ , 

"9. That a national Red Cross Society should endeavor to 
secure the co-operation and co-ordination of voluntary or- 
ganizations engaged in any work similar to that which it 
may undertake. 

"That the General Council of the League of Red Cross 
Societies, having considered appeals made to the League on 
behalf of the prisoners of war in Russia and Siberia, and 
being profoundly moved by the deplorable situation of these 
unfortunate men, strongly supports the League of Nations 
and the International Committee of the Red Cross in the 
efforts which they are making to secure the repatriation of 
these prisoners. 

"The delegates of the twenty-seven Red Cross societies, 
meeting in conference, further pledge themselves to urge 
upon their respective governments the need of immediate 
action on their part in the name of civilization and hu- 
manity." 

Separate resolutions touching on the relationship between 
the* League and the International Committee of the Red 
Cross were adopted as follows : 

"The General Council of the League of Red Cross Socie- 
ties, in convention at Geneva, in March, 1920, recognizes the 
services rendered by the International Committee of the 
Red Cross, the founder of the institution in 1863. Its exist- 
ence, its usefulness, and its r61e have been confirmed by all 
the international conferences. It is the guardian of the 
fundamental principles which are at the base of the institu- 
tion of the Red Cross. 

"The objects of the League are : 

"1. To encourage and promote in every country in the 
world the establishment and development of a duly author- 
ized voluntary national Red Cross organization, having as 
purposes the improvement of health, the prevention of dis- 
ease, and the mitigation of suffering throughout the world, 
and to secure the co-operation of such organizations for 
these purposes. 

"2. To promote the welfare of mankind by furnishing a 
medium for bringing within the reach of all the peoples the 
benefits to be derived from present known facts and new 
contributions to science and medical knowledge and their 
application. 

"3. To furnish a medium for co-ordinating relief work in 
case of great national or international calamities. 

"Awaiting the possibility of an organic union between the 
two societies, such as has been contemplated in the Articles 
of Association of the League, the two institutions co-operate 
in a spirit of cordial understanding and mutual confidence 
with the sincere and fundamental desire to work for the 
development of the Red Cross in the largest conception of 
the idea, and to work without rivalry in their respective 
fields for the relief of suffering humanity." 



Editor Advocate of Peace: 



Denton, Texas, April 27. 



LETTER BOX 

704 Bush Stbeet, San Francisco, April 12. 
Editor of the Advocate : 

Kindly discontinue sending me your paper. I have not en- 
dorsed your attitude with regard to the League of Nations, 
but your article in the March issue, entitled "The President's 
Mistakes," is, in my opinion, as biased, as unfair and par- 
tisan as that of the reactionary, unpatriotic, and inhuman 
Senate. 

Tour journal, so erroneously named, and your attack on 
the Administration's policy must certainly be a delight to 
the worshippers of De Valera, the pro-Germans, and the 
anti-British, and to the militarists, to say nothing of the 
satisfaction derived from it by the radical element and the 
stand-pat reactionaries, who are loudly shouting national- 
ism. Mrs. L. Blum. 



The April issue of the Advocate has a communication from 
the president of the National Parent-Teachers' Association, 
in which she expresses her thanks to the Advocate for op- 
posing military training. Should Congress refuse to hearken 
to the wishes of mothers and teachers? Have not mothers 
been the greatest martyrs during war time? What credit do 
they get? Can mothers spend twenty years for their sons 
and then rejoice to see their bodies exposed to cruel bullets? 
Mother love revolts at this. Persons who foment war 
seldom get hurt. They are in safe places. 

Let us have heroes of peace, as Christ is. This will be 
far more conclusive to the honor of this little globe. If war 
is desirable, then hell is a good place to be. 

Raymond Verimont, 

Catholic Priest. 



United Society of Christian Endeavor, 

Mt. Vernon and Joy Streets, 

Boston, May 8, 1920. 
My Dear Mr. Call: 

I am very sorry that I cannot accept the invitation to the 
American Peace Society and the dinner of May 29th, though 
I should be very glad to be with you. 

I will bear in mind what you say about resolutions to be 
adopted at the annual meeting, and if anything occurs to 
me I will communicate with you at once. 

I have just returned from Europe and never realized the 
need of such a society as ours so much as now. 
Faithfully yours, 

Francis E. Clark. 



BOOK REVIEWS 

First Reflections on the Campaign of 1918. By R. M. 
Johnston. Henry Holt & Co., New York. Pp. 79. $1.50. 

The importance of this book is not to be judged by its size. 
The author was attached to the- staff of General Pershing 
for a year. He was there with the title of major ; but not to 
fight or advise, but to see. As the most eminent civilian, 
student of military strategy in the country and as professor 
of military history and art at Harvard University, he was 
there to see how our army operated, to make observations 
that would be useful in later personal comment on the 
strategy and tactics of the campaign and in official reports 
to the War Department. Unfortunately he has died since 
this book came out early in the year. To him had been 
assigned by the government the important duty of editing 
the official history of the war from the American military 
standpoint, and he had opened up his headquarters at the 
War College in Washington, and had begun his work. No 
one can fill his place completely. 

To the strategist and tactician most of the book makes its 
strongest appeal, but there are sentences, indeed paragraphs 
here and there, which must interest the ordinary citizen, the 
taxpayer, the critic of war as war, and the foe of militarism. 

Take the following as fair instances : 

"Twenty years of continuous study and experience is a 
bare minimum to qualify an army chief of staff for his 
duties" (p. 11). 

"It is a source of grave danger that the ordinary citizen 
believes himself competent to form a sound judgment within 
the field of the most difficult of arts. With the morning's 
paper in one hand and Colton's atlas in the other, any able- 
bodied citizen will resolve between two whiffs of tobacco, the 
worst tangle Csesar or Napoleon ever attempted to unravel" 
(p. 14). 

"Propaganda is the most hideous weapon of modern war. 
Shrapnel tears the flesh, gas eats out heart and lungs, but 
propaganda perverts the soul and degrades the sentiments of 
men. . . . In an age of universal semi-education the 
future belongs to propaganda. We must accept the inevit- 
able and make the best of it" (p. 16). 

"A heavily financed central press and propaganda bureau 



